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AN AGRICULTURAL PLAN FOR ALL – GET INVOLVED!

Until recently, farming was not considered an attractive means of earning 
a living. While the work is demanding and underpaid, we often viewed those 
who farmed as "subsistence farmers" whose  small-scale operations were 
barely viable. In reality, our overall impressions of farmers and agriculture 
have been mired in the past. These views are now changing. A craving for 
healthy and locally grown foods has been a boon to organic farmers and 
local producers alike. This has spurred the creation of many exciting new 
and local products. Moreover, there has been a growing awareness that 
agriculture is a key component of our economy while providing us with a 
reliable food supply — no mean feat in and of itself !

ENSURING  THE  DEVELOPMENT  AND  SUSTAINABILITY  OF  AGRICULTURE
In  Quebec, agriculture accounts for fully 15% of our gross domestic product 
(GDP), lending this sector considerable weight. As a result,  government has 
made it a priority that agricultural development be carried out through a 
process of consultation and meaningful dialogue. Agricultural  Zone 
 Development  Plans (AZDPs) are important planning tools in this process.
The term agricultural zone refers specifically to the geographical area set 
out in the provincial Act respecting the preservation of agricultural lands 
and agricultural activities. This zone represents barely 4% of  Quebec’s total 
land area. Consequently, our agricultural zone lands are considered a 
limited and  non-renewable resource. These lands are clearly delineated for 
each  Regional  County  Municipality (MRC) and, in a way, define the future 
potential of agriculture in each. The  MRC des  Collines-de-l’Outaouais has 
72,012 hectares of agricultural zone lands.

CONSULTATION  AND  MEANINGFUL  DIALOGUE
Since the turn of the century, government has worked to structure the 
agricultural sector. As part of this process it has asked each of  Quebec’s 
95  MRCs to each adopt an  AZDP. The benefits of developing an  AZDP include: 
providing better regional understanding of the challenges facing agriculture, 
engaging and ensuring input from local stakeholders, creating a forum for 
discussion as well as developing a common vision for development. Equally 
important, the plan will also recognize and highlight the role and 
importance of agriculture in community development.
Some  MRCs have yet to develop their plans. The good news for our  MRC des 
 Collines-de-l’Outaouais is that it has officially launched this planning 
process on  January 24, 2018. Ideally, it should take a maximum of two years 
to develop a plan. The final plan must be adopted by the  MRC and be 
approved, as required, by the  MAPAQ (Ministère de l'Agriculture, des 
 Pêcheries et de l'Alimentation du  Québec).

The process of developing an AZDP involves several steps and takes place in 
consultation with the  MAPAQ and local stakeholders. This structured and 
exhaustive approach is divided into several steps that include: an initial 
launch, researching a profile of agricultural activity on the territory, assessing 
the current profile, establishing a vision statement and, lastly, finalizing an 
action plan.

A  PLAN  FOR  MRC  DES  COLLINES-DE-L’OUTAOUAIS
At present,  MRC des  Collines-de-l’Outaouais has launched the project and 
an initial work plan was produced in  March 2018. The objective is to make 
the  AZDP a truly collaborative effort that will rally our community around 
agricultural development and activities within the  MRC.
Four working committees with members from the municipal, agricultural, as 
economic sectors will be set up. The first of these—the  Steering  Committee—
will be made up of members of the  MRC’s  Agricultural  Advisory  Committee. 
Bylaws governing this committee state that it must be composed of three 
mayors from the  MRC  Council, one citizen-at-large as well as four agricultural 
producers. The  Committee is currently chaired by  Robert  Major, a resident of 
l’ Ange-Gardien and  citizen-at-large. The deputy chair is  Guillaume 
 Lamoureux,  Mayor of  La  Pêche. The  Steering  Committee’s mandate will be to 
lead work on the overall vision, assign responsibilities and monitor progress. 
The other three committees are : a drafting committee that will prepare draft 
versions of the plan, and ensure that deadlines are met; a technical 
committee that will provide technical expertise and support, plan the public 
consultations and make recommendations to the steering committee. 
Finally, an implementation committee will be struck, once the plan has been 
approved by the  MRC and other government authorities.

NEXT PHASE
The next project phase will run until  September 2018 and will start by 
providing a portrait of our agricultural reality followed by the assessment of 
strengths, weaknesses, constraints, and opportunities. In  October and 
 November 2018, work will focus on forging a common vision and will include 
three public consultations to present the overview and assessment as well 
as exploring and defining action priorities that need to be taken. Following 
this, an action plan will be developed in  November and  December 2018. The 
proposed  Agricultural  Zone  Development  Plan will be presented between 
 January and  April 2019. If everything goes according to schedule, the final 
version of the  Agricultural  Zone  Development  Plan should be tabled by the 
end of  April 2019. During the process,  MRC des  Collines-de-l’Outaouais will 
benefit from the experiences of  MRCs that have already adopted their 
agricultural zone development plans. Stay tuned !

Please note that the  
 Municipal  Office will be  

closed on  May 21st  
in observance of  Victoria  Day /   

Patriots  Day
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LIGHT  MY  FIRE ?  NOT  ALWAYS !

Before new vegetation appears in the spring, a few hours of sunlight can create a fire 
hazard. Even before the snow has completely melted, warm spring temperatures can dry 
up the previous season’s grass, hay, and fallen leaves in open areas, turning them into 
tinder that is ready to ignite.

Unfortunately, some residents don't realize this and take advantage of spring to clean 
their properties in preparation for summer, burning piles of branches or scorching their 
lawns. The obvious risk is losing control of the fire and causing brush fires or worse. All 
it takes is a moment’s inattention to lose control of your fire, start a forest fire, and burn 
down your home, your cottage, or your neighbour’s home or cottage. Wind is your 
enemy—one gust can spread flames over long distances.

Here are some tips to reduce the risk of fire spreading to the forest or surrounding 
buildings:

Before lighting a fire, check with the  Municipality if you are allowed to have a fire and 
if you need a permit. If you do light a fire, be sure to take the weather conditions into 
account and avoid windy weather. Prepare your fire in an open area on mineral soil  
(e.g., gravel, pebbles, or sand). The fire must be located at least six (6) metres from any 
building, and you must have appropriate extinguishing equipment (garden hose, fire 
extinguishers, etc.) on hand to intervene quickly if necessary. Of course, fires should 
never be left unattended.

The  La  Pêche  Fire  Department would like to remind you that  Regional County Municipality 
(MRC) Regulation 16-RM-05 –  Fire safety prohibits burning grass, leaves, hay, straw, 
garbage, construction waste,  petroleum-based products, or any other item deemed to be 
a pollutant. Wondering why burning grass, leaves, straw, and hay is prohibited ?  The 
 MRC's municipalities have agreed that smoke from such fires could inconvenience 
neighbours (if there is a large amount) and constitute a health hazard (due to the fine 
particles, carbon monoxide, and benzopyrene released during combustion). They have 
therefore included these materials on the "do not burn" list.

There are other ways of disposing of such materials, especially for grass and leaves: 
grasscycle by mowing frequently and leaving the cut grass on the ground as fertilizer, 
and shred leaves with your lawnmower and use them as fertilizer in your garden or to 
protect plants in winter.

Happy spring !

La  Pêche  Fire  Department

SpRING THAW :  WATcH OuT FOR pOTHOLES !
The main cause of potholes 
is the freeze and thaw 
cycle, a recurring and 
inevitable part of spring. 
They form when the 
weather gets warmer as 
water seeps under the 
pavement and into cracks, 
freezing and expanding 
when the temperature 
drops. When it warms up 
again, the ice under the 
pavement melts, creating a 
hole and destabilizing the 
substrate. That’s where 
potholes come from !

Unfortunately, because periods of freezing and thawing are common in the spring, many 
potholes reappear despite our efforts to fill them. We must be patient and wait until the 
spring thaw is over for the roads to restabilize.

There are two ways to repair potholes: plug them with cold asphalt as an emergency fix 
or use hot asphalt as a longer-term solution. But pavement must be dry in order to use 
hot asphalt. Patience is thus the watchword.

Want to report holes or cracks ?  Contact us at Public Works at 819 456-2161, ext. 2287 !

The  Public  Works  Department

WASTE MATERIAL MANAGEMENT

pARKING  pERMITS  FOR  YEAR-ROuND 
 RESIDENTS  AT  LAc  pHILIppE
Each year, the Municipality receives parking permits for  Lac  Philippe from the  National 
 Capital  Commission (NCC). The permits are distributed to  year-round residents of   
La  Pêche and will be available as of  Saturday  June 2, 2018 at the municipal office at 
1 Route  Principale in the  Sainte-Cécile- de-Masham sector. The office will be open from 
8 a.m. to 12 noon on  June 2 to remit the parking permits. Any remaining permits will 
be distributed starting at 8:30 a.m. on  June 4. To obtain a parking permit, you must go 
in person to the municipal office and present a valid driver’s license that lists your 
address in  La  Pêche. Only one permit will be issued per residence. Please note that 
there are a limited number of permits and they will be issued on a first come, first 
served basis.

Finance and  Tax  Department

FIRE  DRILLS :  WHAT’S  THE  HuRRY,  YOu  ASK ?
Would you and your loved ones know 
what to do if the smoke detector ever 
jarred you awake ?  If not, here’s some 
valuable advice: 

Review the principles of fire evacuation 
(some of which are presented here) with 
the members of your household and 
then conduct fire drills. For example, set 
off a fire alarm at an  agreed-upon time 
when everyone is in a familiar situation: in bed at night, watching  TV in the evening, in 
the downstairs playroom in the afternoon, on the computer in the morning, etc. Practice 
reacting according to the time of day, your location, the potential obstacles, and the area 
where the fire started. What would you do if the alarm went off at night ?  If the house 
was full of smoke and you couldn’t see ?  If you were stuck upstairs ?  And how would you 
check to make sure your loved ones all managed to get out ?

Here are some tips to help you stage various scenarios, and the principles that go along 
with them.

•  Designate a meeting point with the members of your household.

•  If there is smoke when the alarm goes off, cover your mouth and nose with a wet cloth.

•  Remember that smoke and heat rise: crawl to avoid breathing in toxic smoke.

•  Follow the walls to find your way around.

•  Close the doors behind you to slow the progression of the smoke.

•  Touch the door and handle with the back of your hand before entering a room.

•   If the door is hot, do not open it: plug the gap under it with a piece of cloth (sheet, 
carpet, etc.) to prevent smoke from entering the room.

•   Use the window to escape or be rescued by the firefighters. If you live in a  multi-storey 
house, why not keep a rope ladder under your bed ?

•   Above all, remember that you should never return to a burning building for any reason: 
only firefighters have the protective equipment required to do so.

An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. By preparing today, you reduce the risks 
for you and your loved ones tomorrow.

La  Pêche  Fire  Department
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REMINDER :  temporary removable 
car shelters are authorized from 

 november 1st of one year  
to  May 15th of the next. time has 
come to put those shelters away !



Maison le  Ricochet –   
Eco-friendly  Electronic  Waste  Recycling
Le  Ricochet is an authorized  EPRA-Québec  
(Electronic  Products  Recycling  Association)  drop-off location. 
Are you looking for a way to dispose of your old computer or 
electronic equipment ?  Do the right thing for the 
environment and bring them to  Maison le  Ricochet ! 
 Recycling is free !  Drop off your  e-waste at 9,  Chemin de la 
 Beurrerie in  Ste-Cécile-de-Masham. For more information, 
call 819 456-4230.

Maison le  Ricochet –  AGM  Notice
Maison le  Ricochet invites its members to attend the annual 
general meeting to be held on  Tuesday,  June 19, 2018, 
beginning at 6 p.m. at 9  Chemin de la  Beurrerie in  Ste-Cécile-
de-Masham. Le  Ricochet is a  non-profit organization serving 
the  MRC  des  Collines-de-l’Outaouais territory in mental 
health rehabilitation and professional and social 
reintegration. Everyone is welcome !

La  Pêche  Baseball  Association –   
Summer  Employment  Offer
You could be a referee or a scorekeeper !  The  La  Pêche  Baseball 
 Association needs referees and scorekeepers for the 
2018 baseball season. You don’t have to be a baseball expert to 
apply, but you must be 13 years old or over. If you’re looking for 
an exciting summer job with a sports association, we need you ! 
 We offer free training, good pay and the opportunity to work 
outside and enjoy the sunshine !  Information: Élizabeth  Séguin, 
eliseguin@sympatico.ca

Maison de la  Culture des  Collines –   
Festiloups is  Back
Festiloups, the annual festival organized by  La  Maison de la 
 Culture des  Collines, will take place this year at  Des  Loups 
 Park on  June 22, 23 and 24.

Fair  Trade  Village  Fair – La  Pêche goes  Bananas !
La  Pêche goes  BANANAS for  Fairtrade bananas at this year's 
event !  Music, vendors, kids’ activities, and  Fairtrade banana 
splits !  When :  May 12, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.  
Where:  Fairbairn House Heritage Centre.  
Cost:  FREE (donations welcome). Information:  
www.fairtradevillage.ca ou info@fairtradevillage.ca

Des  Collines  Soccer –   
La  Pêche  Soccer  Camp
The  Collines  Soccer Club is organizing a soccer camp  
in  La  Pêche this summer. This activity is intended for players 
in the  U7 to  U13 age categories and will run from  July 9 to 
13, at the  Centre Wakefield La Pêche  
(38,  Chemin de la  Vallée-de-Wakefield). The camp hours will 
be from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. with  MAC (morning/after care) open 
from 8 to 9 a.m. and 4 to 5:30 p.m.
Cost: soccer camp : $160 ;  MAC : $50.  
Information: info@soccerdescollines.com

Des  Collines  Seniors’  Roundtable –  AGM
Des  Collines  Seniors’  Roundtable will hold its annual general 
meeting on  Thursday,  May 10, 2018, beginning at 12 noon, at 
 Ste-Élisabeth  Parish  Hall, located at 47,  Chemin  Ste-Élisabeth 
in  Cantley. Order of the day : buffet lunch and a conference on 
the reality of caregivers’ support presented by  Jocelyne 
 Desjardins, followed by the presentation of the 2017 financial 
statement and activity report. You will also have the 
opportunity to get a progress report on our various programs : 
 SOS  Caregivers,  Living  Well at  Home,  Community  Work for  at-
risk seniors and our new respite service. Information:  Donna 
 Lévesque at 819 457-9191, ext. 241 or tabledesaines@gmail.
com. Public transportation and paratransit service is provided 
by  Transcollines. Please reserve with  Viviane at 819 456-1114.

Regroupement des  Bons  Vivants -  AGM
The  Regroupement des  Bons  Vivants club invites everyone to 
attend their annual general meeting, on  May 6, 2018, beginning 
at 11 a.m. at the  Ste-Sophie d’Aldfield community centre.

Golf  Tournament –   
Ste-Sophie d'Aldfield  Community  Centre
Join us for our benefit golf tournament on behalf of the   
Ste-Sophie d’Aldfield community centre on  May 24, at 

 Mont-Cascades. Cost: $120, including golf cart, a round of 
golf and supper at the community centre.  
For more information, please contact  Denis  Quinn at 
819 456-2579.

Dinner with the  Councillor -  
 Ste-Sophie d'Aldfield  Community  Centre
Don’t miss this opportunity to have dinner with your 
councillor and enjoy an evening of musical entertainment 
with  Réjean  Desjardins, on  Saturday,  May 26 beginning at 
5:30 p.m. Tickets for this fundraiser for the  Ste- Sophie 
d'Aldfield community centre are $20 and available at the 
 East Aldfield P'tit magasin général (819 456-2781) or call 
 Denis  Quinn (819 456-2579).

Les  Bons  Amis  Golden  Age  Club –   
Lawn  Bowling  League
The  Bons  Amis golden age club is presently collecting the 
names of people who are interested in lawn bowling. 
Registration is open until  May 17 and  
we start playing on  June 7. Please call  Suzanne  Legault at 
819 456-2814 or  Gabrielle  Dufour at 819 456-9909.  
Cost: $40 for members, $45 for non members. 
The lawn bowling green is located near the  
Ste-Cécile-de-Masham community centre at  
41,  Chemin  Passe-Partout. Everyone is welcome !

Loisirs  Lac des  Loups –  Bingo  Nights
Join us for a fun evening of bingo, provided by  Loisirs  Lac des 
 Loups !  Where : 6,  Chemin  Lionel-Beausoleil. Cost : minimum 
$20 to play. When :  Tuesdays, every second week. Upcoming 
bingo nights:  May 7 and 22, starting at 7 p.m.

Summer jobs -  Municipal  Day  Camp 2018
The Municipality of La Pêche is currently looking to fill up 
nine positions: camp director, assistant camp director, 
senior camp counsellor, camp counsellors (three), personal 
attendant (one) and daycare attendants (two). Applicants 
must submit their curriculum vitae and a cover letter to 
the  Municipality no later than  Friday,  May 11, 2018, at 
3 p.m. by  e-mail to d.patry@villelapeche.qc.ca or mail to : 
 Municipality of  La  Pêche, 1,  Route  Principale  Ouest,  La 
 Pêche (Québec),  JOX 2WO. For more information go to the 
 Municipality’s web site, and look up the job offers page 
under the Municipality tab.

CPA  La  Pêche  FSC –   
Annual  General  Meeting
You are cordially invited to attend the annual general 
meeting of the  La  Pêche  figure skating club. The meeting 
will be held at the arena in the  La  Pêche  Sports  Complex on   
May 12, 2018, beginning at 10 a.m. The various reports for 
2017-2018 will be submitted and we will elect the members 
of the board of governors for 2018-2019. Information: 
cpalapeche@hotmail.com;  Facebook:  CPA  La  Pêche  FSC.

CPA  La  Pêche  FSC -   
Spring  Session  Registration
Skaters in the  pre-junior, junior and senior levels are invited 
to register now for the  La  Pêche  FSC spring session. This 
training session is intended for skaters who wish to further 
develop their skills. When:  May 10 to  June 16.  
Where:  La  Pêche  Sports  Complex arena.  
Information: cpalapeche@hotmail.com;   
Facebook :  CPA  La  Pêche  FSC.

Wakefield  Writersfest  Festival des écrivains   
La  Pêche 2018 —  May  24-27
Join us in celebrating our 5th anniversary !  We have a 
fabulous program, edgy and provocative. Cartoons for 
 Change launches the  events lineup on  Thursday. On  Friday,  
the fun and witty  Pub sCrawl. Saturday, the delicious 
 Authors  Brunch at the  Mill delivers diversity and a surprise 
or two, while the evening’s catered  Tête-à-Tête will provoke 
thought and conversation. Sunday, the  all-francophone  La 
 Pêche des mots, a wine and cheese, travels the world; the 
mystery thriller workshop gives writers their turn; and  In 
 Conversation speaks to freedom and friendship. Come 
explore, discover, have fun !   
Program and tickets : www.writersfete.com

2018  Municipal  Summer   
Camp  Les  Formidables -  Registration
The  Municipality is getting ready for its new summer camp 
season. The camp will run for eight weeks, from  June 26 to 
 August 17. Details regarding the summer day
camp are available on the Municipality’s
website. Register or pre-register in person at the municipal 
office (1,  Route  Principale  Ouest,  Ste-Cécile de  Masham).
Advance registration for residents only (CORRECTION): 
 Saturday,  May 5 (9 a.m. to 2 p.m.) and  Wednesday,  May 9  
(4 p.m. to 7 p.m.).
Registration:  May 10 to  June 8 (residents) and  June 11 to   
June 22 ( non-residents).

La  Lanterne –  Summer  Activities
 Bowl-O-Thon: A fundraiser during the annual awareness 
week organised by the  Office municipal des personnes 
handicapées. When:  June 1st, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.;  Where: 
 Anick  Bowling  Alleys, 975  Saint-Joseph  Boulevard in 
 Gatineau ;  Cost : $12 per person (includes two games and 
shoe rental);  Door prizes and 50/50 draw. Recruit a team of 
6 and join in the fun !
2018  Annual  General  Assembly :  La  Lanterne’s next  AGA 
will be held on June 12, 2018, at  Desjardins  Hall in the  La 
 Pêche  Sports  Complex, located at 20, Chemin Raphaël, 
 Sainte-Cécile- de-Masham sector. A light snack and 
refreshments will be served from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m., as well as 
a public vote for the best illustration for our next datebook 
cover. The  AGA starts at 7 p.m. Cost: $20 for a  one-year 
membership. We’ll be waiting for you !  Take the time to come 
find out what our participants have  
been up to !

Wakefield Market -  
May 19 - October 20, 2018 
The Wakefield Market is a collection of local food and craft 
vendors who sell only what they produce themselves. Meat, 
vegetables, hot food, cider, maple syrup, honey, flowers, fruit, 
body care products, and a wide range of art and crafts from 
the region's talented artists are all on offer. Every week 
features a different local musician. Come join us at the Centre 
Wakefield La Pêche every Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
Information :  www.marchewakefieldmarket.ca.

Sentiers Wakefield Trails - National Trails Day
Saturday, June 2, from 11:00 to 2:00. There will be fun for all. 
Challenges, surprises, treats, prizes, and new experiences. 
Enjoy the tranquility of the Centre Mill Trail, the majesty of 
the MacLaren/Vorlage Trails, the excitement of the new River 
Walk, and the beauty of the Hendrick Park/Fairbairn House 
Trail. Visit all four trails that day and be eligible for a  
grand prize.

Municipal foruM

Info La Pêche, May 2018 • Page A3

Instructions for 
    Announcements
To announce your organisation activities, 
please send your texts to bulletin@
villelapeche.qc.ca in a Word document, using 
the following format (if possible):
Event title
(2-3 lines describing the event)
When: xxx  Where: xxx  Cost: xxx
Information: Contact person and phone 
number and/or e-mail address, website  
(if applicable)
Please note that announcements will be 
accepted on a first-come, first-served basis;  
3 ads maximum per organisation, so that 
everyone is given the opportunity to publish. 
Events and activities announcements 
will have priority over other types of 
announcements.
Next deadlines:  
June: May 3; July: June 7;  
August: July 5; September: August 9.

mailto:eliseguin@sympatico.ca
http://www.fairtradevillage.ca
mailto:info@fairtradevillage.ca
mailto:info@soccerdescollines.com
mailto:d.patry@villelapeche.qc.ca
mailto:cpalapeche@hotmail.com
mailto:cpalapeche@hotmail.com
http://www.writersfete.com
http://www.marchewakefieldmarket.ca


Municipal coluMn

Info La Pêche, May 2018 • Page A4

THINKING OF JOINING THE FIRE DEPARTMENT?  
THIS ARTICLE WILL HELP YOU MAKE UP YOUR MIND 

Are you thinking about becoming 
a firefighter ?  Do you have 
questions about what it takes, 
how the process works, and what 
the requirements are ?  Here is 
some information that will help 
you decide if firefighting is for 
you.
First of all, being physically fit is a 
basic requirement of the job. And 
for obvious reasons, you must not 
be claustrophobic or have a fear 
of heights. In order to become a 
firefighter, you must take 

firefighter training. It’s a  380-hour course that consists of one 
3–4  hour evening session per week and includes practical and 
theoretical training. That’s two to two and a half years of training—no 
small commitment. The training course is recognized by the École 
nationale des pompiers du  Québec (which is overseen by  Quebec’s 
 Ministère de la  Sécurité  Publique) and leads to professional 
certification. You can find out more about the École nationale des 
pompiers du  Québec’s programs at www.ecoledespompiers.qc.ca 
(French only).
If after careful consideration you decide to take the leap, you have six 
months probation after you are hired to decide if firefighting is right 
for you. Why ?  Because being a firefighter is not just about putting out 
fires : you may have to provide assistance with traffic accidents (e.g., 
extricating people from vehicles), rescues, drownings, and other 
emergency situations. You have to be sure that this is a job you really 
want to do. Also note that you will be an apprentice up until you are 
certified. At first, you will not be permitted to enter burning buildings. 
This is for insurance reasons. But you will be able to provide assistance 
to qualified firefighters. And because you will have  part-time 
firefighter status, you will be paid when you are called in.
The Municipality is served by four fire stations, one each in  Sainte-
Cécile- de-Masham,  Wakefield,  Lac-des-Loups, and  East  Aldfield. The 
stations work together and assist one another. Each firefighter is 
assigned to a station, but all firefighters are on-call for effective 

emergency response. In the event of a building fire, for example, the 
fire station in the affected area automatically requests assistance 
from the other three stations.
As a firefighter you receive the required protective clothing as well as 
a  walkie-talkie that you keep with you at all times in order to respond 
to calls. Worried that your employer won’t cooperate ?  Section 154 of 
the  Fire  Safety  Act states that employers are required to let you leave 
work if you receive a call.
Is a firefighter’s job limited to fires and accidents ?  No !  For example, 
firefighters are called upon to conduct fire drills at schools during the 
fall, as well as at daycares and seniors’ centres. They are also present 
at events when needed. And firefighters do volunteer work at events 
such as  Prevention  Day and food drives. Firefighting is quite a 
profession !

La  Pêche  Fire  Department

Do you own property ?  Thinking of buying property ?  Before you make 
plans for what you’re going to do with it, check which uses are 
authorized. Here is the easiest way to do so: 
Go to the Municipality’s website, select the  Municipality tab, select 
 By-laws and  Permits, then click on the file  03-429 -  Règlement de 
zonage (in  French) (Zoning  Plans). You can also select the  Municipal 
 Services tab, select  Urban  Planning and  Environment, click  Urban 
 Planning, and then click on  Urban  Planning  by-law  03-429 (including 
zoning plans).
A page entitled  Zoning  by-law  03-429 will open. Click on the  General  Plan 
file in the  Zoning plans section. It will bring you to a map of the 

municipality where you can identify which zone your property is 
located in. If your property is located within an urban perimeter—a 
more densely populated area—you can check the other files located in 
the same section. They provide detailed maps of individual sectors: 1) 
 Sainte-Cécile- de-Masham; 2)  Wakefield; 3)  Duclos,  East  Aldfield,  Lac-
des-Loups,  Rupert, and  Alcove; 4)  Edelweiss,  Farrellton, and  Lascelles.
The  Municipality of  La  Pêche is divided into seven (7) districts identified 
by the numbers 1 to 7. The seven districts are subdivided into zones 
identified by a number between 100 and 700. The map shows notations 
such as " Rr-201" and " Ag-603". The number identifies the district and 
the abbreviation refers to the types of construction and uses permitted 
in the zone :  Ag means "agricultural,  For means" "forestry," and  Rr 
means "rural residence", for instance.
Find the number that corresponds to your property (e.g., "201" for zone 
" Rr-201") and use it to check the "Zoning –  Tables of land use and 
construction standards list" on the  Zoning  by-law  03-429 page. Click on 
the file that corresponds to the zone number you are interested in, i.e. 
for zone number  Rr-201, consult the file  Tables-  Zone 200 (2017). Note 
that properties can sometimes span several different zones. Next, 
scroll down to find the page that corresponds to your zone (i.e.  Rr-201). 
The zone numbers are in the top  right-hand corner of each page.
Zones are listed in alphabetical order, and there are two pages for each 
zone. The first page lists the main authorized use, which is identified 
with an "X" (a zone can have a number of main authorized uses, but 
you have to choose a single main use). The second page indicates the 
setback distances for various types of construction—the distances that 
must be respected between various points and with regard to property 
lines, e.g., the distance between the front of a house and the road, the 
distance between the back of a house and the lake, etc.
Remember to read the legend at the bottom of the map to determine 
the various uses. If you require more information, consult the  by-law 
itself. It’s over 300 pages long and is available on the "Zoning  by-law 
 03-429" page under the heading  Text of the  by-law. Click the link " By-

law  03-429 - zoning  by-law - updated  July 2017 
in  French" to access it. We hope this information will save you a lot of 
headaches !
Keep in mind that each case is different. Even if the table indicates that 
your intended use is permitted, you may need to obtain authorization 
from other levels of government. The  Urban  Planning  Department is 
here to guide and assist you. Don’t hesitate to contact us !

The  Urban  Planning and  Environment  Department

HAVE PLANS FOR A VACANT LOT? THIS ARTICLE IS FOR YOU! 

The La Pêche Fire 
Department is currently 

recruiting daytime 
firefighters in the  

Sainte-Cécile-de-Masham, 
Lac-des-Loups, and East 

Aldfield sectors. Contact us 
at 819 456-2161, ext. 2290.

http://www.ecoledespompiers.qc.ca
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